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Collaborative learning is a W e e Byl i
marvellous instructional tool
which allows students to learn
to solve problems together, and s Anderson
Jason Anderson has provided
teachers with quality activities
for cooperative learning in the
classroom. Each activity in the teacher’s notes includes
preparation, procedure and extension ideas. Anderson supports
the theory with practical strategies that can be implemented
immediately:

This is a resource book in which the chapters are ordered
thematically in eight units. For those who are new to
cooperative leaming, Unit O provides an introduction, while
Unit 1 presents micro-strategies and tools. Units 2 to 8 describe
traditional cooperative learming strategies. This set-up allows
teachers to go directly to the sections and tasks that attract
them most.

The author hopes that readers will manage to adapt the
material to their own classrooms. After examining many of the
activities in the book, I believe that teachers are given sufficient
guidelines to be able to use the ones based on their students’
needs. The instructions are very clear and straightforward, and
all the activities are easy to organise.

Unit 8, Flipped cooperative learning’, is of special interest to
many teachers, since the flipped classroom concept is gaining
popularity in many schools and universities worldwide. These
activities have been designed for students to do research at
home prior to coming to class the next day, while more class
time is devoted to interaction and putting their research into
practice.

One activity that [ have used in my International Relations
class, which my students really enjoyed, was a pairwork jigsaw:
A day in the life of...’. This activity worked well because it deals
with poverty and wealth and how our perceptions of both are
blurred when we read about someone’s daily routine without
any descriptive adjectives.

All in all, Anderson provides an excellent balance of activities
for the four language skills and at all levels. The author has
made a special effort to provide varied and engaging tasks
which can easily be incorporated in all types of classroom
settings, from language schools to universities. This book is of
special interest to novice teachers who would like to leam how
to implement cooperative learning into their classrooms.
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