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Aims

•To reflect on how we would structure a 
grammar lesson.

•To link this to current models or frameworks 
for planning grammar lessons in ELT.

•To critically evaluate these models.
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What are the ingredients of an effective 
grammar lesson?

•E.g. You are planning a lesson on the past 
simple tense to a group of students (e.g. 
primary, secondary). You have 45 minutes. 

•What would happen in your lesson? 

•What aims / outcomes would you identify?

•Discuss in pairs. 
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Lesson topic Possible ingredients

• ‘gap fill’ exercises

• explanation of the grammar 
rules

• speaking practice

•writing practice

• listening or reading text

• correction of errors

• task using the grammar

• check of prior knowledge

• teacher asks questions to 
check understanding

• anything else?

A lesson on the past simple 
tense to a group of 
students (e.g. primary, 
secondary). You have 45 
minutes. 
1. What would happen in 

your lesson? 
2. What aims / outcomes 

would you identify?
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Different basic structures

1: 2: 3: 
•Grammar 
study

•Controlled 
practice

•Freer practice

•Reading text

•Noticing 
grammar in 
text

•Practice of 
grammar

•Task using the 
grammar
•Study of 
relevant areas 
of the 
grammar
•Optional 
repetition of 
task
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Different basic lesson structures

1: PPP 2: CAP 3: TBLT
•Grammar 
study

•Controlled 
practice

•Freer practice

•Reading text

•Noticing 
grammar in 
text and study

•Practice of 
grammar

•Task using the 
grammar
•Study of 
relevant areas 
of the 
grammar
•Optional 
repetition of 
task•What do you think they stand for? 

(E.g. 1st P = ‘presentation’)
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Different basic lesson structures

1: PPP 2: CAP 3: TBLT

•Presentation
of grammar
•Controlled 
practice of 
grammar
•Freer practice 
of grammar

•Context for 
grammar
•Analysis of 
grammar in 
context
•Practice of 
grammar

•Task using the 
grammar

•Study of relevant 
areas of the 
grammar

•Optional 
repetition of task

•What do you think of them?

Task-based language teaching



8© 2018 Jason Anderson for University of Warwick 

Different basic lesson structures

1: PPP 2: CAP 3: TBLT

•Presentation
of grammar
•Controlled 
practice of 
grammar
•Freer practice 
of grammar

•Context for 
grammar
•Analysis of 
grammar in 
context
•Practice of 
grammar

•Task using the 
grammar

•Study of relevant 
areas of the 
grammar

•Optional 
repetition of task

•Design an example lesson using one of the structures.

Task-based language teaching
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Context

Analysis

Practice

Speakout Elementary Eales & 
Oakes 2011 Pearson
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Critical evaluation

General discussion:

1. Of all the frameworks you’ve met today, which 
ones are you most interested in trying out in 
your own classroom? Why? 

2. What problems may you have trying them out? 
How can you deal with these problems? 

3. Are there any other frameworks that you think 
should be added to the list?
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Lesson planning frameworks in ELT

• What do they all have in common? 

• What do most of them have in common? 

• Why are there so many different options?
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References / further reading
PPP

See: Anderson (2016) Why practice makes perfect sense: The past, present and potential 
future of the PPP paradigm in language teacher education. ELTED 19: 14-22.

http://www.jasonanderson.org.uk/downloads/Anderson%202016%20Why%20practice%20makes%20perfect%20sense.
pdf

Anderson (2017a) A potted history of PPP with the help of ELT Journal 71/2: 218-227. 
https://academic.oup.com/eltj/article/71/2/218/2447419?guestAccessKey=2a6cb69a-aff6-423f-8879-91855886b37e

Task-based language teaching 

See: Nunan (2004) Task-based Language Teaching. Cambridge: CUP.

CAP

See: Anderson (2017b) Context, analysis, practice. IATEFL Voices 256: 4-5. 

http://www.jasonanderson.org.uk/downloads/Anderson_2017_Context_analysis_and_practice.pdf

Anderson (2017c)  CAP – Context, analysis, practice: A lesson planning model for language teacher 
education. IATEFL Teacher Training and Education SIG Newsletter 1(Spring): 15-18.
http://www.jasonanderson.org.uk/downloads/Anderson_2017_Context_analysis_practice-A_lesson_planning_model_for_language_teacher_education.pdf

Anderson (2017d) Trinity CertTESOL Companion: Peaslake: Delta Publishing.

Other frameworks? 

Check out Jim Scrivener’s ARC, Jeremy Harmer’s ESA and others, here on Jason’s blog: 

https://speakinggames.wordpress.com/2015/07/20/three-is-the-magic-number-the-tefl-paradigms-quiz/

Also see my website: www.jasonanderson.org.uk

http://www.jasonanderson.org.uk/downloads/Anderson%202016%20Why%20practice%20makes%20perfect%20sense.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/eltj/article/71/2/218/2447419?guestAccessKey=2a6cb69a-aff6-423f-8879-91855886b37e
http://www.jasonanderson.org.uk/downloads/Anderson_2017_Context_analysis_and_practice.pdf
http://www.jasonanderson.org.uk/downloads/Anderson_2017_Context_analysis_practice-A_lesson_planning_model_for_language_teacher_education.pdf
https://speakinggames.wordpress.com/2015/07/20/three-is-the-magic-number-the-tefl-paradigms-quiz/
http://www.jasonanderson.org.uk/
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Aims

•To reflect on how we would structure a 
grammar lesson.

•To link this to current models or frameworks 
for planning grammar lessons in ELT.

•To critically evaluate these models.



Contexts for the introduction of new language in 1st editions of ELT coursebooks

1986                                                            2000 2013

Image-supported
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From Anderson, J. (2017d) Trinity CertTESOL Companion 

3 ‘lesson frameworks’ using CAP

15© 2018 Jason Anderson for University of Warwick 



16© 2018 Jason Anderson for University of Warwick 

Test-teach-test

1. Check prior knowledge (‘test’)

2. Responsive language focus / clarify MFP (‘teach’)

3. Controlled and/or freer practice (‘test’)

Reflections: 

•Have you, or your tutors, used this yet?

•Do you like the sound of it?
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TBL: Task-based learning

Basic model
1. freer practice (meaningful language use in 

authentic activity: ‘task’)
2. responsive language focus (extended 

language clarification based on task 
performance)

E.g. “You have £2,000 each. Working in pairs, 
using the internet, plan the holiday of your 
dreams. You must agree with your partner.”
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TBL: Task-based learning

More complex model (e.g. Willis 1996)

Pre-task
Introduction to topic and task

Task cycle
task → planning → report

Language focus
analysis and practice

Nunan, 2004, p.4: A task is “a piece of 
classroom work that involves learners in 
comprehending, manipulating, producing or 
interacting in the target language while their 
attention is focused on mobilizing their 
grammatical knowledge in order to express 
meaning, and in which the intention is to 
convey meaning rather than to manipulate 
form. The task should also have a sense of 
completeness, being able to stand alone as a 
communicative act in its own right with a 
beginning, a middle and an end.” 


