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The example words are short and simple to draw.  Most of the example words are from the Eritrean grade 1 coursebook.  The Tigrinya and Saho sounds given are the closest possible.  They are not always the same. Often the Saho and English sounds are the same.


Lower Grades (1-2)


The Phonic  Alphabet

English   Tigrinya   Saho 
   Example words

a
ኣ
a
cat
man

b
ብ
b
book 
bed

c
ክ
k
cat
cup

d
ድ
d
dog
bird
e
አ
e
egg
bed

f
ፍ
f
fish
fruit

g
ግ
g
girl 
dog
h
ህ
h
hat
hello

i
ኢህ
i
fish
in

j
ጅ
j
jacket
jump

k
ክ
k
king
book  (as for ‘c’)
l
ል
l
leg
girl
m
ም
m
man
animal

n
ን
n
nose
man
o
ኦ
o
dog
shop

p
ፕ
p
pen
shop
q
ክወ 
kw
queen
quiet

r
ር
r
rabbit
run

s
ስ
s
sun
sleep

t
ት
t
tree
cat
u
ኣ*
a*
cup
sun 

v
ቭ
v
vase
five

w
ው
w
window
wall

x
ክስ
ks
axe
fox
y
ይ
y
yellow
yes

z
ዝ
z
zip
zebra

*Tigrinya and Saho have no exact equivalent.  It is 

half way between ኣ and እ .  Just use ኣ if it’s difficult.

Important Blends

English  Tigrinya    Saho 
   Example words

ch


ች

ç

chicken

match
ck


ክ

k

stick 

chicken

sh


ሽ

sh

shop 

fish
th


ፍ/ቭ

f/v

three 

mother

ar


ኣር

aa

car 

farm

ee


ኢ

ii

tree 

teeth

oo


ኡ

u/uu

book 

classroom

‘blend’ means ‘combination’

Sight Words

Many important English words do not have a phonetic pronunciation.  These words break the rules that we teach in phonics.  

Which of these words have a phonetic pronunciation?  Which do not?  

bag

run

I 

tree

one

rabbit

women

insect

where

zoo

many

sheep

do

are

Write them in these columns.  You should have a total of 7 words in each column.


1)  Phonetic Pronunciation

2)  Not Phonetic Pronunciation



bag





one

The words in column 2 are called ‘sight words’.  You cannot teach them using phonetics.  Teach the students the pronunciation of the whole word.  In grades 1 to 3 there are quite a lot of sight words, because these are some of the most important words in English.  Here are most of them:

Important Sight Words in Eritrean grades 1-3

are

bread 

brother

colour

come

do

does

draw

ear

eight

find

four

Friday

friend

go

he

house

I

live (v)

many

mosque

mother

my

one

onion

read

she

sky

their

they

to

Tuesday

two

was

water

we

Wednesday

were

what

where

who

work

write

you

your

Add more sight words to this list when you find them in the textbooks.

Higher Grades (3-5)





Vowel + Consonant Blends


      English    Tigrinya      Saho 	     Example word


	air	አር	ee		chair


 al/all	ኦል	ol	ball


	ay	አይ	ey	day


	er	እ	a	finger


	ight	ኣይት	ayt	night


	ir	አር	er	girl 


	ow	ኣው	aw	cow





Two Vowel Blends


	English   Tigrinya     Saho            Example word	


	ai	አይ	ey	wait


	ea	ኢ	ii	eat*


	ui	ኡ	u	fruit


*ea has many pronunciations.  Teach this pronunciation first.  Then introduce others (e.g. head, break)





The Magic ‘e’


When a short word (1 syllable) has the letter ‘e’ at the end, the vowel before it is pronounced like the name of the letter.





name





Examples:


name	The letter ‘a’ is pronounced አይ / ey


five	The letter ‘i’ is pronounced ኣይ / ai	 


nose	The letter ‘o’ is pronounced አው / ew 	





�



�






Double Consonants 


Teach the students that they have the same pronunciation as the single consonant:  


rabbit   tall   glass
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